
Support the H-1B Program - Contact Your Senators and Representatives

The H-1B visa cap for fiscal year 2005 will likely be exhausted before the beginning of the new fiscal year on 
October 1, 2004. (See August 20, 2004 Client Alert.)  If efforts to address this situation are to be successful, 
employers must proactively seek legislation to increase the number of visas available and/or to carve out certain 
exceptions to the cap, such as exceptions for persons who hold a master’s degree or higher from a U.S. school. 

A quick and easy way to contact Senators and Representatives to voice support for the H-1B program is to use 
the resources available at http://capwiz.com/aila2/home/.  This site allows users to identify the Senators and 
Representatives from each state and to email the appropriate elected official with a message in support of the 
program.  (Email is the recommended method of correspondence, as mail service to Senators and Representatives is 
often delayed for security reasons.)  Using this site to send an email takes only a few minutes. 

USCIS Reverses Itself on Timing of Filing for 7th Year H-1B Extensions

The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (“USCIS”) Service Center Operations now advises that a 
request for an H-1B extension beyond the sixth year of eligibility must be filed no less than 365 days after the date 
that the labor certification application was filed.  This is true even if the requested start date of the petition is after 
the 365 days.  The announcement reverses an earlier USCIS interpretation reported in our August 9, 2004 Client 
Alert.

Link to U.S. Consulate Scheduling/Processing Times

The Department of State website now provides information regarding appointment scheduling and processing times 
at all U.S. Consulates.  The link is http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors_wait.php.

Department of Homeland Security Adds Six Ports to US-VISIT

The Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) has added six ports to the list of airports and sea ports through 
which DHS may require an alien to provide biometric identifiers, pursuant to the United States Visitor and 
Immigrant Status Indicator Technology Program (“US-VISIT”).  For additional details, see our August 9, 2004 Client 
Alert. 

The following ports have been added: 

Albany International Airport, New York 
St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport, Florida
Port Everglades Seaport, Florida
Andrews Airport Base, Maryland
New York City Seaport, New York
Port Canaveral, Terminal 10, Florida 

DHS also eliminated the following port of entry that was erroneously listed in the January 5, 2004 notice: 

Alfred Whitted Airport, St. Petersburg, Florida   

Finally, DHS eliminated two ports from the list of 15 ports designated for implementation of exit pilot programs 
under US-VISIT: 
 
Agana International Airport, Agana, Guam
McCarren International Airport, Las Vegas, Nevada 

The implementation of the US VISIT EXIT Pilot program has been delayed until November 1 at most airports due to 
lack of staffing/workstation attendants for the EXIT kiosks.

StayCurrent.
September 2, 2004

A Paul Hastings Immigration Newsflash ››

StayCurrent is published solely for the interests of friends and clients of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP and should in no 
way be relied upon or construed as legal advice.  For specific information on recent developments or particular factual situations, 
the opinion of legal counsel should be sought. Paul Hastings is a limited liability partnership.



02


